
The Beat Goes On 

Justin Maillet  

Editor-In-Chief 

 

 How is it September already? Many of you may still be asking yourself this question even after a 

whole month into the school year. Come on, schoolôs not that bad and there are plenty of things to look 

forward to this year. September is a time to get back in touch with all of those friends you didnôt talk to 

over the summer and a great opportunity to make even more new friends. For the freshmen in the building, 

Iôm sure youôve already met a ton of kids who are just like you but from a different middle school. With 

the fall sport season and a bonanza of after-school clubs starting up, there are plenty of things to get in-

volved with. Your high school experience is only as exciting as you make it. Itôs up to you to make the 

most of your four years here at BMHS. 

 For the class of 2009, many of us canôt believe that our time here at BMHS is running out. Four 

years, can you believe it? When I look back on the years Iôve spent here, Iôm amazed by the amount of 

change I have experienced. For the underclassmen, Iôm sure you are starting to notice these changes as 

well. Most of us have changed for the better and matured while others, well...maybe not so much. As Chief 

Editor of the Billerica Beat for the second year in a row, I hope that you as students can read our publica-

tions, past and present, and use them to remind you of both the fun and changes youôve experienced at 

BHMS. Your support and interest in this student-run paper means the world to us and has made the Biller-

ica Beat a great success. So, hereôs to another successful year for the Billerica Beat, the students, and the 

faculty at Billerica Memorial High School. Letôs make this one a memorable one. 
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The New Rotation  
Brittany Palaski  

Activities and Opinions Writer 

   

 Sophomores, juniors, and seniorsépicture yourselves last year 

sitting in your most hated class. Then picture yourself sitting in that 

class last block of the day. Do you remember what this meant? It meant 

that you wouldnôt have that class tomorrow. You sat through that class 

for six days straight and it had finally worked its way to the end of the 

rotation, meaning you didnôt have to sit through it tomorrow. Teachers, 

do you remember teaching last block knowing you wouldnôt have to see 

these kids for a whole day? Good times, right? Now, we sit in the same 

two classes, at the same two times, all week long.  

 Supposedly, this is better for those kids in work studies and labs, 

but what about the other 80 - 90% of the school? How does this affect 

the students and the teachers? Mrs. Johansen, a long term alumnus and 

teacher at BMHS said ñI like the classes rotating, it offers a variety.ò 

She also asked the question, ñWhat happens during snow days, early 

releases, and delayed openings?ò We would always miss the same 

classes. Now, how will that affect the teachersô plans? Ms. Banfield, 

new to teaching last year, but also an alumni at BMHS said ñI under-

stand for reasons such as part-time teachers, students in work study, and 

students in courses at other schools, but for the majority of the school 

itôs really tough to have the same classes every morning and every af-

ternoon, both for teachers and students.ò Though both understand why, 

they are both in favor of the old rotation. 

 Students seem to have the same opinions on the schedule as 

well. Senior Elizabeth McElligott stated, ñI always feel like Iôm going 

to go to the wrong class. Itôs too repetitive.ò Sophomore Jason Drab 

said ñI have my two hardest classes first every day. Itôs difficult to be 

awake and alert that early in the morning.  If they moved the classes 

around, itôd be so much easier to focus.ò 
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Writers Wanted 
  

 The Billerica Beat is looking for new members! No ex-

perience needed. If interested, please speak with Justin Maillet 

during homeroom (3118) or Mr. Landry(3208). 

Welcome Class of 2012!  

While some students and teachers prefer the new or old schedule, most are 

still giving the new one a chance before making a decision. 
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A Drink of  

Perrier  
 

Holly O'Blenis & Alex Voskanian 

Activities and Opinion Writers 

      

 Mr. Perrier is a psychology teacher who has taught in several 

different places around the world. Other places that have been lucky 

enough to be graced with his intellect and humor are Medfield, Spring-

field, and even San Palo and Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. He has been a 

teacher for twelve years; BMHS is the fifth school that he has taught at. 

Mr. Perrier says that the best thing about teaching is that it keeps him 

active as far as figuring out himself and the world, and that it's a self-

reflective process. When asked what the worst thing was, he replied 

"the paperwork." Though he is a wonderful teacher, he didn't always 

want to be a teacher. He always wanted to be a baseball player, but 

says that he "didn't have enough power." Now, he just plays baseball 

for fun on a team. Other things he's interested in are reading, travelling, 

playing chess, cooking, selling on e-Bay, and flying kites. One of his 

greatest influences and who he admires the most is Professor Sarat at 

Amherst College. "I learned a lot from him about teaching and myself, 

and I respect what he does," says Mr. Perrier. When asked what the 

best thing about his college years was, he said "Professor Bowden, and 

meeting friends there." The worst thing? Worcester. He says, "you have 

to bring your own fun." That doesn't seem too hard for a guy like Per-

rier, who always keeps his students entertained and interested. He tells 

his students that they should always "build positive relationships," and 

says that it is the best advice he could give to high school students.  
 

Q & A With Alex and Mr. Perrier  
 

Alex: How would you describe yourself in 5 words? 

Perrier: Curious, funny, interesting, open-minded, stylish. 

 

Alex: What is the most interesting trip you have ever taken, and do you 

have any favorite vacation spots? 

Perrier: My all time best trip would have to be studying for 6 months 

overseas in Scotland. My favorite vacation spot is the Peninsula dos 

Buzious. I also look forward to going to Tenesia and the World Cup in 

South Africa in 2010. 

 

Alex: Who are you voting for in this upcoming election, if that's not too 

personal? 

Perrier: Barack Obama because I think the last eight years has been an 

indictment of the Republican party, not George Bush. 

   

Alex: Are you proud to be named after an expensive brand of water? 

Perrier: It's a catchy thing, but I'm not too proud of it. 

 

Mr. Perrier's Favorites:  

Movie- La Dolce Vita   Band- The Pogues 

Sport- Baseball   TV Show- ñThe Shieldò 

Books- The Fall, Catch 22, & The Long Goodbye 

Stand Up Take Action 

Benefit Show 
 

Gel Buena 

Activities and Opinion Writer 

   

 When it comes to facing the problems of our world, it all boils 

down to one response: they must somehow be resolved. This year, let's 

send an even louder message to our government that demands change.      

     With the help of the BMHS Amnesty International, Brenda Kissane, 

Tommy Brown, and myself have come up with the idea of holding a 

public benefit concert 

here at the high school on 

Friday, October 17th. We 

have been given the op-

portunity to make change 

and we want you to take 

part. Basically, gather 

your close friends, fam-

ily, and acquaintances to 

attend this event to make 

your opinion count. We 

want the majority of stu-

dents, if not all of them, 

to simply just stand up 

for the entirety of the last 

performance. The Am-

nesty members and direc-

tors will make the final count of people standing and will send the re-

sults directly to the Stand Up Take Action organization. This event will 

be three hours long with performances from Lion of Ido, Life On Hold, 

Loop Swoop and Pull, Since the Fall, and Stealing Jane. If you prefer 

listening to great music while making your voice count then you should 

definitely consider coming to this. Just think... 862 million people 

around the world are suffering from starvation. Every day, 16,000 chil-

dren die from hunger related causes- one child every five seconds. It is 

our time to come together to make a difference. The world has the re-

sources, the money, and the technology to put a stop to these types of 

problems. Please donôt miss out on this opportunity. Stand up, take ac-

tion. 

Activities 

WAYS TO HELP THE WORLD   
freerice.com 
§ In this word game, for every word you get right, 20 grains of rice 

gets donated to the needy. The UN World Food Program contrib-

utes the rice to help end world hunger. Not only does it help other 

people, but you learn new words as you play. 

 
thebreastcancersite.com 
§ All you have to do is go to the site and click on the pink button that 

says "Click Here to Give - it's FREE!" Just by simply clicking that 

button, you are helping a woman somewhere out there to get a free 

mammogram. One hundred percent of the sponsor money goes to 

paying for the mammograms. To help even more, send an e-card 

and "increase your impact." Every time the e-card is opened, more 

money will be donated to breast cancer research. 

  

theliteracysite.com 

§ This site works just like the breast cancer site, except every time 

you click the button, books are being donated to unfortunate chil-

dren. If you send an e-card, children in Afghanistan are given pen-

cils for school. 

 
theanimalrescuesite.com 

§ Click the button and free food and care is given to animals in need 

of it. An e-card will fund care for animals who were hurt in natural 

disasters. 

 
therainforestsite.com 

§ Each time you click the green button, you are helping to protect 11 

square feet of rainforest. Sending an e-card will fund the protection 

of 30 square feet of rainforest. 
 

thechildcaresite.com 

§ When you click the blue button, you are helping a child in need get 

the health care they need. An e-card will fund vitamin A supple-

ments for those children. 
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Poster Contest  

National Chemistry Week 2008 

The Chemistry of Sports 

First Place Prize 

T-shirt, scientific calculator, your very own safety goggles, stickers, and temporary tattoos. 

Second Place Prize 

T-shirt, frisbee, your own safety goggles, stickers, and temporary tattoos. 

 

Detail information and entry forms are available in Room 3326 

 

Deadline is October 14, 2008 

Winners will be announced October 15, 2008 
 

The winning poster will be entering the MA State contest for more prizes. 

 In the event that the poster makes it to the national level, it will have a chance to win a first prize of $250. 

Got T.W.C.? 
Justin Maillet  

Editor-In-Chief 

 

 Got T.W.C.? Iôm sure by now a majority of you have seen this mysterious message on flyers in just about every hallway.  Youôve probably 

asked yourself, what does this mean? What is T.W.C.? Why are these flyers so witty, yet so lame? 

 The Writing Center,  T.W.C. for short, is a new and helpful program that will be opened during the 2008-2009 school year. Set up by Eng-

lish teachers Mr. Landry and Ms. Safier, The Writing Center is an after-school program where all students are encouraged to bring their works in 

order to receive help and editing tips. Whether it is a thesis paper or creative piece, The Writing Center offers help for all different kinds of work. 

From a quick proofread to a complete paper make-over, The Writing Center is the place where assistance can be found. With four to five qualified 

seniors and juniors running The Center four days a week, T.W.C. will help to improve your work as well as your writing skills. 

 The Writing Center will be run in the library every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 2 pm to 3 pm. All students are en-

couraged to come by, even if they only want a quick proofread from our staff.  If you have any other questions, feel free to contact Mr. Landry or 

Ms. Safier. 

Activities 

From left to right: Justin Trischitta, Molly Flood, Justin Maillet, Connor Lewis, Ms. Safier, Mr. Landry, Danielle James, Jackie DiPersio, Tom Brown, Ravina Jangra, Melinda 

Sorm, Holly Bliss, Jr. Freitas, Ryan Johnson are all signed up to help students write!  Picture by Sam Brangiforte. 
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Lipstick and Politics 
 

Katie Walsh 

News Writer 
 

 Sara Palin has quickly become a household name with the 2008 

presidential election quickly approaching. She made history on Decem-

ber 6, 2006 when she was elected as the first female governor of 

Alaska. Palin, Senator John McCainôs running mate, is hoping to gain 

an etch mark in textbooks this November by becoming the first female 

Vice President of the United States. This goal was unsuccessfully at-

tempted 20 years ago by Geraldine 

Ferraro. 

 Sara Palin moved to Alaska 

in 1964. In high school, she was a 

point guard who was nicknamed 

ñSara Barracudaò; however, she was 

far from being a tomboy. In 1984, 

Palin was crowned Miss Wasilla. 

Sara eloped with Todd Palin, a na-

tive Alaskan, and today they have 

five children: Track, Bristol, Wil-

low, Piper, and Trig. The native 

heritage of their home state, Alaska, 

is an essential part of the Palin fam-

ily values.  

 Sara Palin was an aspiring 

sportscaster, but her career path changed when she was elected as 

Mayor of Wasilla at the age of 32. When elected as Governor in 2006, 

Palin knew that many changes were necessary. Not long after being 

elected, Palin sold the governorôs jet and did away with the Governorôs 

chef. Since taking office, she has put a Senior Benefits program which 

aids low-income elderly Alaskans into action. In addition, she has also 

created the Climate Change Sub Cabinet, which will organize a climate 

change policy in Alaska. Her administration has not gone without con-

troversy, however.  One example, Troopergate has put her use of politi-

cal power for personal family gain under the microscope. Palin has also 

been criticized for her varying political stance on the construction of 

ñthe bridge to nowhere,ò an expensive project connecting Alaska to a 

small island which is inhabited by an undersized population of 16.  

 If elected to office this November, Palin says her focus will be 

on energy, government reform, and assisting families of children with 

special needs. She is also hoping to make progress in finding cures for 

diseases such as Cancer, Parkinsonôs, and Alzheimerôs. Palin is anti-

abortion and anti-stem-cell research.  

 Palin has definitely demonstrated exceptional oratorical ability 

in each of her speeches since it was announced in August that she 

would be running alongside John McCain in the race for the White 

House. The charismatic and assertive Palin is famous for her ñWhatôs 

the difference between a pit bull and a hockey mom?ò joke, which may 

have been a key factor in gaining the support of female voters. Palin is 

hoping that her experience as governor will help the Republican Party 

in the polls this fall. Only time will tell if voters are ready to accept a 

woman of this experience, attitude, and ability to be second in com-

mand of the United States. 

News 

Travis Barker and DJ AMôs:  

A Miraculous Story of Survival 
 

Holly OôBlenis 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 
 

 On Saturday, September 20 at 12:00am, DJ AM and Travis 

Barker were critically injured in a deadly plane crash in South Carolina. 

Federal officials said that it is thought that the tire blew and the crew 

tried to stop the takeoff, but couldn't stop the plane. DJ AM, a celebrity 

disc jockey, and Travis Barker, the former Blink 182 drummer, had just 

performed a free show in Five Points. Barker is said to have severe 

burns from the waist down, but is expected to be all right. DJ AM has 

serious burns on his arm and a portion of his scalp, which are being in-

tensely tended to. They both suffer from second and third-degree burns 

and are remaining in stable but critical condition. These injuries are said 

to take up to over a year to fully heal. Investigators plan to speak with 

Barker and DJ AM to understand what exactly happened. One witness 

explained that he found the two musicians in the street near the burning 

plane as they frantically tried to put the fire out on their burning clothes 

and 

bodies. 

    Not 

every-

body on 

the 

plane 

was 

lucky 

enough 

to sur-

vive 

with 

just injuries. Chris Baker, Barker's body-guard, sadly passed away dur-

ing the crash. Along with him were three other deaths, which included 

pilot Sarah Lemmon, co-pilot James Bland, and Barker's security guard, 

Charles Still. It is said that Lemmon and Bland died from smoke inhala-

tion and burns, while Baker and Still died of impact injuries. 

Whose Plan Will Reign Supreme? 
 

Phillip Spencer 

Activities & Opinion Editor 
 

 The President of the United States has many jobs, one of which 

is to keep our country safe.  President George Bush calls this Homeland 

Security.  The President has to think about each issue and learn from 

our nationôs mistakes, like Bush did during 9/11 and Katrina.  But be-

tween McCain and Obama, who will bring us more safety? 
 As President, John McCain plans to gain international coopera-

tion to find and disrupt terrorist organizations, making sure weapons of 

mass distraction do not fall into terrorist hands.  Also, he plans to gather 

effective intelligence and bring cooperation between federal and local 

authorities to protect American people.  McCainôs long list of safety 

plans include:  responsibly securing our borders, protecting Americaôs 

technology (such as nuclear weapons from getting into the hands of the 

Koreans or worse), 

terrorists, internet 

safety, reducing our 

dependency on other 

countries for energy, 

and protecting public 

transportation.  
 Obama, on 

the other hand, has 

fewer ideas for safety 

on his website.  He 

wants to pass legisla-

tion to require man-

datory planning for 

evacuating people 

with special needs 

during emergen-

cies.  Also, as Presi-

dent, Obama says he 

will help reunite 

families after disasters. 
 McCain and Obama both have some similar ideas for 

safety.  Both agree that our drinking water needs to be clean and safe, 

that nuclear power plants need to be carefully protected, and that we 

need alternative energy sources.  Both Presidential candidates no doubt 

have their own ideas for keeping America safe, but whose plan will 

reign supreme? 
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The South Ossetia War 
                                                    

David Bettencourt 

Contributing Writer 
 

 On the night of August 7, 2008, Georgian troops started a surprise attack on the South Ossetia capital, Tskhinvali. South Ossetia had been a 

de facto province of Georgia since Georgiaôs formation, and Georgia had been attacking the rebels right in their own homes. Some minor skirmishes 

happened a few days before, and Georgia was pulling out the big guns to stop the rebels from resisting control of the area. Once the heavy bombing 

of the city began, Russia sent in their troops to stop the fighting. Russia had backed 

the South Ossetia rebels recently, without the Georgians knowing. From there, high 

tensions escalated into war. 

 Georgia is a small country situated between Turkey to the south and Russia to 

the north. Russia is one of the preeminent powers in the world, located from Eastern 

Europe all the way to the Bering Strait, across from Alaska. Georgia used to be a 

province of the old Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or the U.S.S.R.  Georgia 

continued their bombings into the night, leading the Russians to claim the Georgians 

were trying to completely wipe out the Ossetians. The Georgians claimed they had 

captured most of the main posts in South Ossetia, and were ready to take control of 

the region. In response, Russian troops crossed the border.  They swiftly took control 

of the destroyed city of Tskhinvali and fought Georgian troops out of the region. The 

other separatist province, Abkhazia, revolted once the Russians crossed the border, 

trying to gain Georgian independence as well. During this conflict, the UN and 

NATO had asked for a ceasefire and resolutions to be drawn, but that wasnôt happen-

ing very quickly. On the night of August 11, Russian paratroopers were sent to mili-

tary bases in Abkhazia to shut them down so reinforcements couldnôt be sent to the 

Georgian army.  They blew up the base and another one in the town of Gori, leaving 

the Georgian people and military on the run. By August 15, the Russian military left 

South Ossetia and Abkhazia and started to advance on the Georgia capital. The UN and the EU warned Russia that if it advanced any further, there 

would be consequences. Over time, the Russians backed off and retreated out of Georgia into South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The retreat of forces is 

still being made and Russia, along with Nicaragua, has recognized both South Ossetia and Abkhazia as separate countries. 

 Many believe the largest fault in the conflict is Russiaôs ignorance to the six-point agreement made between Georgia and itself. In the agree-

ment, one point stated Russia would retreat back to Russia and not South Ossetia and/or Abkhazia. 

 Casualties of the war are not fully known at this time, but estimates range anywhere from 372 to 1462. Tskhinvali no longer exists and has 

been reduced to a mere pile of rubble, while the area remains very unstable. The future of the region is unknown. 

 One BBC article stated that there was a possibility of Russia continuing their deadly ventures over time, trying to recreate the old U.S.S.R.  

Though this may seem farfetched, it is still a possibility.  It is hoped that peace settlements will be made in the near future, resulting in a compro-

mise or perhaps a unilateral agreement in Georgiaôs favor.  The United States government and most of the EU believe what Russia did was wrong 

and are not recognizing the newly split provinces. 

News 

Students of the Issue 
 

Maria Bonfiglio  

Contributing Writer 

 

Name: Melissa Carella 

 

Grade: Senior 

 

Favorite thing about 

BMHS: The teachers and the 

friendly atmosphere. I also 

like how the students are will-

ing to help each other. 

 

Worst thing to buy for 

lunch: The new lo-mein with 

chicken. 

 

Opinion on the new schedule: Iôm open-minded about it. 

 

Favorite Elective: Public Speaking and the Media. 

 

Advice for freshmen: Just be yourself and donôt try to be someone 

youôre not. 

Name: Victoria Crenshaw 

 

Grade:  Junior 

 

Favorite thing about BMHS: 

The teachers and students 

 

Best thing for lunch: Pizza 

 

Worst thing to buy for 

lunch: The chicken patties 

 

Opinion on the new schedule: Itôs confusing but o.k. 

 

Favorite Electives: Kitchen and Home Survival; World of Foods 

 

Advice for freshmen: No matter how hard it seems, just relax, and 

donôt be afraid to ask for help. 

POLL  

Presidential Election 2008  

Obama/Biden  

McCain/Palin 
Who would you vote for and why? 

 

Send your response to bmhschiefeditor@yahoo.com. 
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